
A Job Is Never Finished Until the Paperwork is Done! 

It is with great joy and much gratitude to provide all of you with a recap of the 72nd SDCCW 
ANNUAL CONVENTION, held at the Heartwood Resort & Conference Center, Trego, WI., on 
June 28 and June 29th, 2022.  
It was indeed “A RENEWAL OF Faith, Purpose, and Prayer with A Time for Gathering and A 
Time for Celebration!” 

 A total of 110 people were in attendance, including Bishop Powers, Spiritual Advisor Fr. Jim 
Brinkman, guests, and members of the Diocesan Chorale. And there were at least 23, 1st-Timers 
attending the convention! The SDCCW (Superior Diocesan Council of Catholic Women) was 
honored and would like to thank Bishop Powers and Fr. Jim Brinkman for spending two-full days 
with all of us at the Heartwood Resort! While the Heartwood Resort provided a beautiful and 
peaceful venue it was the Bishop, Fr. Jim and all the ladies attending the convention that added 
to the ambiance and success of the convention. 
 
Both days of the convention started with prayer – a rosary was prayed each morning. The first 
day, due to inclement weather, the rosary was prayed in the designated chapel area. On Wed., 
attendees were able to pray the Rosary by the lake. The Rosary was led by Past SDCCW 
President Pat Stine. 
 
Because it is important to remember our Sisters in Council who have mentored many of us, 
worked with us on many CCW projects and paved the way for our Councils today a white rose, 
lighted candle, and a special prayer was prayed in remembrance of our deceased Council 
Sisters.  
  
Some of the Highlights of the Convention: 
Bishop Powers and Fr. Jim Brinkman, SDCCW Spiritual Advisor were present both days. 
Beautiful liturgies were concelebrated by Bishop Powers, Fr. Jim Brinkman, Spiritual Advisor, 
and Deacon Craig Voldberg on Tuesday, June 28th. Bishop Powers and Fr. Jim concelebrated 
Mass on Wed. June 29th.  
 
Honored guests attending the convention included Jean Kelly, NCCW Immediate Past President, 
Lu Ann Miller, Province Director for the Province of Milwaukee, Christine VanderBloemen, 
Milwaukee ADCCW President, Judy Lyons, Immediate Past President Madison DCCW, Monica 
Gornicke, Parliamentarian for the Province of Milwaukee, and Bonnie Thom, Director of 
Respect Life for the Diocese of Superior. 
 
Attending the convention were Past SDCCW Presidents: Pat Stine, Lucille Brandner, Gayle 
Johnson, Barbara Gagliardi, and Karen Firnstahl. 
 
Presentations: Tuesday, June 28th 
Fr. Jim Brinkman – The Eucharist 
Deacon Craig Voldberg – St. Paul’s Joy 



 
Wednesday June 29th 

 Keynote Speaker Elizabeth Kelly - YOUR MAJESTY: YOUR MISSION: Why the World Needs a 
Woman Just Like You 
Bishop Powers - message  
Fr. Brinkman - message 

 
Installation of Officers 
The officers: President Gail Helmert, Pres.- elect: Bridgette Adler (Mary Shafer standing in for 
Bridgette), Secretary – vacant, Treasurer Lenore Krajewski, and Immediate Past President Jane 
Schiszik were installed during Mass on Wed. the 29th.  
 
Pax Christi Finalists 
The Pax Christi finalist’s dossiers of Vivian Ernst, Michele Armbrust, Sister Cecilia Fandel, Tricia 
Pieper, and Pam Cira were included as a supplement to the convention booklets. Two finalists 
were unable to attend the convention and the three finalists introduced after Mass on Wed., 
June 29th were Michele Armbrust, Tricia Pieper, and Vivian Ernest. Michele Armbrust from Holy 
Rosary Parish, Medford, South Central Deanery was identified as the Pax Christi award 
winner. 
 
Golden Rose Ceremony 
The Golden Rose Award Ceremony was the first time this award was introduced at a SDCCW 
Convention. The award originated in the Diocese of Venice in Florida and was presented to the 
General Assembly at the 2019 National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) Convention. 
7 high- school age young ladies, nominated by their Parish or Clustered Parish DRE’s, were 
recognized by the way their lifestyles exemplify the Mission Statement of the National Council 
of Catholic Women reflected by their actions of Spirituality, Leadership and Service. Other 
criteria included: their faith, regular attendance at Mass, level of spirituality reflected by their 
prayer life, leadership skills, and involvement in service projects for their parish and community. 
The young ladies were recognized at the luncheon held on Wed., June 29th. The nominees: 
Victoria Burger, St. Patrick’s, Hudson, Jordan Downey, St. Anthony’s, Superior, Emily Geisler, 
St. Mary’s, Bruce, Anneke Hoegen, St. Anthony’s, Lake Nebagamon, Hannah Houck, Our Lady of 
the Lake, Ashland, Lahaela Mika, Our Lady of the Lake, Ashland, and Martha Miller, Holy 
Rosary, Medford, and their guests were seated with Bishop Powers, given a yellow rose, and 
provided with a NCCW Student Membership. A booklet highlighting their nominations was 
developed by Pres. – elect Bridgette Adler and distributed to all.  
 
A banquet was held Tuesday evening, June 28th and a skit performed by Fr. Brinkman and 
members of the SDCCW Board.   
 
 
 



Displays for the Leadership, Service, and the Spirituality Commissions and Committee displays 
for Respect Life both on the SDCCW level and from the Director of Respect Life at the Diocesan 
level and the SDCCW Historian photo books were set-up in the lobby of the resort. 
Representatives from Catholic United Financial also had information available at their display. 
 
The SDCCW Board would like to thank all the parishes donating a basket or items for the raffle. 
Twenty-two beautiful baskets were donated for the event. In addition, a 50/50 raffle was held 
and the SDCCW Quilt designed by Patti McCormick was also included in the raffle. 
 
A collection was taken during Mass on Wed., June 29tht to benefit the Pregnancy Help Center in 
Rice Lake. This site was chosen to increase the awareness of and support the USCCB’s (United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops) project entitled “Walking With Moms In Need.” The 
collection totaled $400.00. Thank you all for your generosity. 
 
The Annual SDCCW Board Meeting was held Tuesday afternoon, June 28th with 9 guests 
attending in addition to the SDCCW Board members. The SDCCW Board approved increasing 
the amount of each of the four annually awarded SDCCW Scholarships from $500.00 to 
$1,000.00 each.  
 
Bishop Powers was gifted with a white CCW Stole with blue Jerusalem crosses embroidered on 
the stole as token of appreciation and expression of thanks for all the support and 
encouragement he provides the SDCCW Board. The SDCCW Board also remembered Fr. Jim 
Brinkman with a monetary gift for his guidance and support as the SDCCW Spiritual Advisor. 
 
Just to recap some of the comments from the Evaluations regarding the location, thoughts on 
having a full 2-day convention vs. the usual one-day event, and venue etc. Many positive 
comments were received: “It was great to have 2 days; 2 days are good as more information 
and fellowship is made possible; 2-day convention was worth the travel; wonderful; excellent; 
Beautiful Masses; Good Speakers; Great job of organizing; beautiful venue; loved the location; 
enjoyed the rosary by the lake, and very lovely place”. One evaluation preferred a church for 
the venue, a few preferred a single day convention, and other evaluations had some comments 
about the food service, and separate lodgings facilities.  
 
I would also like to thank the members of the SDCCW Board for their dedication and help in 
planning, organizing, and helping make the 72nd Annual SDCCW Convention such a success!  
 
You can read more about the convention and learn about the Pax Christi finalists in future 
articles written by Jenny Snarski, reporter for the Catholic Herald.  
 
Jane Schiszik, Immediate Past SDCCW President 
 

 


